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An Analysis of the Version Series and Plot Units of the
White Thief's Seven Stories in Taiwanese Comedy Drama
Records

Lai, Chung-Jen"

“White Thief Qi" was once a household name in Taiwanese comedy films, and
the vivid image of the White Thief Qi story has never been absent from the popular
entertainment market. In addition to children’ s textbooks, the 1990s Taiwanese op-
era White Thief Qi,” the 125-episode FTV Taiwanese drama series White Thief
Qi" starring Zhou Mingzeng, and the 2023 Gulu Taiwanese opera -~ White Thief
Qi” —both in theater and on television—show the White Thief Qi story reinterpreted
across different eras with the same charming characters and playful plots.

This article, starting with the Taiwanese films “White Thief Qi° and “White
Thief Qi Sequel,” will organize, summarize, and compare the plot units of Taiwan-
ese comedy opera recordings based on the White Thief Qi story from the 1960s and
1970s.

Several observations can be made: 1. The Taiwanese film “White Thief Qi”
caused a sensation in 1962, and the same theme continued to be used in Taiwanese
comedy opera, with several different recordings released. 2. Currently, there are
twenty-one available Taiwanese comedy albums of “The Story of the White Thief
Seven,” published by record labels including Nan Guo, Dian Ta, Long Feng, Hui
Mei, New Era, Ling Ling, and Universal. 3. “The Story of the White Thief Seven”
Taiwanese comedy has twenty-four plot units. 4. Four patterns were identified based
on the order and endings of the plot units. Three of these endings feature the White
Thief Seven promising to reform himself or being punished, demonstrating that Tai-

wanese comedy also has the social responsibility of “edutainment.” 5. It can be
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inferred that the Hui Mei version has nineteen plot units, possibly representing the
more complete format of the time. The Nan Guo and Dian Ta versions previously
consisted of eleven plot units, while the Long Feng version added two more, for a to-
tal of thirteen plot units. Due to the increased length of the album, Ou Yunlong added
plot units when editing the Long Feng version, demonstrating its flexibility in adding
and removing plot units. 6. “F: Drowning in the Dragon Palace,”  “G: Fraudulent
Fire,”  “H: Fraudulent Hunchback Stealing Pigs (Ducks),”  “I: Thousand Miles,
Thousand Miles, Thousand Miles, and T: Escort” are plot units common to all five
versions and can be considered the core plot units of the White Thief Seven stories
in Taiwanese comedy. The order is F = G — T — H — I. 7. Plot units such as the

“Treasure Pot” and “Treasure Stick,” which frequently appear in the White Thief
Seven stories, are less common in Taiwanese comedy, appearing only in one version.
The “Treasure Clothes” plot unit is completely absent from Taiwanese comedy. The
abandonment of common plot units and the inclusion of newly adapted ones demon-
strates the diversity of Taiwanese comedy writers  choices and highlights the ease of

assembly of the White Thief Seven stories.

Keywords : Taiwanese comedy, White Thief Seven, Taiwanese movies, vinyl records

* Assistant Professor, Department of Marketing and Distribution Management, Qiaoguang University of
Science and Technology
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