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Encountering Chaos, Heroines: The Legendary ‘Jade Plum
Pavilion’ from the Early Qing Dynasty - A Discussion on Xu
Ziheng's Revised Edition

Wei, Po-Chuan’

Abstract

The author of the legendary “Jade Plum Pavilion,” known as the “Master of
the Southern Orchid Moonlit Tower,” has an unknown real surname and place of or-
igin, with only this single play remaining. Analyzing the language used in the play,
the playwright appears to be a literati from Jiangsu and Zhejiang, influenced by Li
Yu’s “Companion of Fragrant Pity,” and the plot includes the design of two wives.
The background of “Jade Plum Pavilion” is set in the time of Emperor Zhenzong and
Renzong of the Northern Song Dynasty. The scholar Mei Yunsun longs for the impe-
rial examination and a match with a kindred spirit, and later encounters two women,
Lin Suxing and Jiang Yamei. Combining the plundering of displaced people and the
demotion of loyal officials, the steadfastness in chaos and separation eventually leads
to a happy marriage and a reunion ending for everyone.

This play was unknown for over two hundred years until the early Republic of
China, when Xu Ziheng praised the moving scenes and lyrics of the play and spent
several days revising the plot and tune, resulting in a new revised version. Xu Zi-
heng’s revised version adjusts the original scenes of the play to make the plot more
compact; changes the tune to conform to his aesthetic concept of music, which can be
said to be a love and response to “Jade Plum Pavilion,” becoming a play that coexists

with the Qing Dynasty version.
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