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Heterogeneity of Vocal Tunes in Chinese Peking Opera from
the Late Qing Dynasty to the 1950s: An Interdisciplinary
Exploration

Tsai, Chen-Gia

This article explores the heterogeneity of vocal tunes in Peking Opera from two
aspects: internal heterogeneity and external heterogeneity. The former refers to the
differences between the Xipi and Erhuang, while the latter refers to the differences
between the Pihuang system and other vocal tunes in Peking Opera (such as Bangzi,
Gaobozi, and Chuiqiang). Drawing on the biological concept of “heterosis,” this
paper views the fusion of Xipi and Erhuang as a form of “musical crossbreeding,”
thereby explaining the widespread popularity and enduring vitality of Peking Op-
era. By analyzing the repertoire of Peking Opera from the late Qing Dynasty to the
1950s, this article explores the heterogeneity of Peking Opera vocal tunes from three
perspectives. First, it analyzes the principles by which Peking Opera absorbs and inte-
grates diverse vocal tunes to enhance its artistic appeal. Second, it examines the use of
heterogeneous vocal tunes in different contexts, including their roles in character por-
trayal, emotional expression, educational function, and highlighting the characteristics
of artistic schools. Finally, it discusses how the dramatic uses of heterogeneous vocal
tunes in Peking Opera have evolved over time. The findings suggest that when inte-
grating different vocal tunes, opera artists often need to maintain coordination among

various elements.

Keywords : Peking Opera, vocal tune, artistic school, Xiqu music, hybridity
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