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Music Structure of Cyclic Forms of Xiansuo-Style
Beiqu Popular in the Late Ming and Early Ching
Dynasties

Lin, Chiayi-Yi'

This study investigated Xiansuo (4%2%) music, which was popular in regions
south of the Yangtze River in China in the late Ming and early Ching dynasties.
The various sheet music collections of Xiansuo-style Beiqu (J[f), such as the
JIAO ZHENG BEI XI XIANG PU (8 F1LPEREEY) of Lou Liang San Ren (822
HZ ), contain pitch notations. By contrast, the BEI XI XIANG DING LU (1t
FEET1#) of Hu, Zhou Mian (&5 &) (Ming dynasty), the JIAO ZHENG BEI XI
XIANG XIAN SUO PU (e 1FALPERE%%Z3) of Shen, Yuan (i) (Ming dynasty),
and the TAT GU CHUAN ZONG PI PA DIAO XI XIANG JI QU PU (K H{#H5EEE
E UL HEE) of Tang, Bin He C5#/#) (Ching dynasty), are in the form of

Xiansuo notations.

The cyclic forms of Beiqu were examined, with emphasis on analyzing the
similarities and differences between the cyclic forms of Xiansuo-style Beiqu and
Kunqu-style Beiqu. Xiansuo became popular in Suzhou and was primarily played
on the sanxian or pipa; it differed greatly from Kunqu (E f), the prevailing local
musical style. This study analyzed the arrangement of pitches in the qupai (HH
k&) and the pitch progressions in the cyclic forms of Xiansuo-style Beiqu and
compared them with those of Kunqu-style Beiqu. The results indicated that, in
Xiansuo, musical instruments not only support singing, but are also used to form
sections at the beginning of a score as well as at the beginning, in the middle, and

at the end of a line of lyrics. Therefore, Xiansuo music is longer, emphasizing

*Associate Professor, Institute of Sinophone Studies, National Tsing Hua University
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the role of instruments in musical sections. This feature reflects the evolution of
Xiansuo music and, to a certain extent, the relaxing of the strict lyrical and musical

structures of qupai.

The evolution of Xiansuo is marked by a specific pattern. Before the JIAO
ZHENG BEI XI XIANG XIAN SUO PU of Shen, Yuan, which was published
in 1657, Xiansuo music was mainly composed of revised music of Romance of
the Western Chamber. The work of Shen, Yuan presents changes to the sanxian
accompaniment for the guowen (%# ) prior to the singing of the main lyrics. In
the TAI GU CHUAN ZONG PI PA DIAO XI XIANG JI QU PU of Tang, Bin He,
which was published in 1722, sections of lyrics are divided by pinfa ({ff1)%) to be
played on the pipa. This marks the beginning of instrumental music sections in
Xiansuo. By the time the XIAN SUO DIAO SHI JU XIN PU was published in
1749, free combinations of long and short sections were used, and instrumental
music began to play an increasingly diverse role, particularly in the heshou (F15)

performed before singing begins.

Keywords @ Xiansuo (4%%%) -~ Romance of the Western Chamber ( PHfizC) -~
TAI GU CHUAN ZONG (K& {#E5%) ~ Beiqu (JEff) ~ The cyclic

forms of Beiqu
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