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Parody of the Imperial Examination, Self-reference, and
Public opinion generation:Discussing the Influence of the
'Reader' on Compilation through “Lao men sheng and
Sanbaoen

Yu,Li -Wen"

Abstract

Although Sanbaoen is attributed to Bi Wei and self-published, and was revised
by Feng Menglong, the specific sections of Sanbaoen originally written by Bi Wei and
those revised by Feng Menglong are not clearly explained in the Guji guan edition.
Moreover, Feng Menglong explicitly states in the preface that Sanbaoen was adapt-
ed from his own work “Lao men sheng san shi bao en” . Therefore, although Feng
Menglong is credited as the reviser of Sanbaoen, his influence on the text is akin to
that of the author. Additionally, Feng Menglong' s adaptation of the play is similar to
his approach in revising the earlier novels he based his adaptations on. Therefore, this
article regards Feng Menglong as Bi Wei' s collaborator in Sanbaoen to explore its ad-
aptation.

Research into the history of reading, extending from the history of books, points
out that the compiler of the text is also the reader, and the text is a manifestation of
the transformation between the author’ s reading experience (cultural accomplish-
ment) and writing. This article considers the target audience (readers) and editors who
are both gentry * due to differences in power capital, they have different positions in
the political field; and Feng Menglong s understanding that reputation in the arts and
literature field can help gain capital for power competition in the political field, by

comparing the short story “Lao men sheng” with the dramatized work Sanbaoen,
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this paper aims to more concretely present how Feng Menglong adeptly utilized his
cultural cultivation through text compilation to participate in and perhaps even influ-

encing the public domain.

Keyword : Feng Menglong * Sanbaoen ~ San yan ~ Publishing culture » Target

audience

" Professor of Chinese Language and Literature, Pingtung University
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