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The Tumbling Under the "Forbidden Speech": the Thought
of Joining the World in Taiwanese Opera "Du Zichun" by
Huang Chunming

Hung, Chiung-Fang’

Abstract

The theme consciousness of Tang Short Story “Du Zichun”( #f - % ) can be
interpreted from two angles. One is to emphasize the preciousness of family affec-
tion and praise the greatness of maternal love through the trial process of silence. The
other is to stand at the height of becoming an immortal, sympathize with all beings
who are greedy for lust, and cannot escape love after all, emphasizing the difficulty of
becoming an immortal. The Lanyang Drama Troupe’s “Du Zichun” Taiwanese Opera
was directed by Huang Chunming( &= #HH ), who adapted the Tang Short Story. This
play focuses on true emotions, focuses on the goodness of human nature, and also
emphasizes the importance of being down-to-earth. In the play, there is an ingenious
design for the trial method of “forbidden speech”. Because language has the function
of communication and expressing emotions, blocking language means restricting
ideas and emotions. When facing various external temptations and threats, willpower
is more important than others. However, no matter how strong the prohibition is, it
cannot be restricted in the face of the power of family affection. When the Lanyang
Drama Troupe performed “Du Zichun”, Huang Chunming designed the role of “Du
Xin” for the “forbidden speech” to symbolize the words of the heart and reason. “Du
Xin” performed on the same stage with “Du Shen” who represents emotion, and the
two played different roles, showing the tension between body and mind. In the end,
Du Zichun failed to complete the trial and was unable to become a fairy, but he did
not have any regrets. Instead, he realized that being down-to-earth and cherishing rel-

atives is the value and beauty of life.
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