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A Comparative Music Study of Kunqu Hua-Dang from The
Story of the Cottage (Cao-lu-ji), Peking Opera Lu-Hua-Dang
and Taiwanese Luan-tan-xi Lu-Hua

Huang,Siao-Wun’

Abstract

This article mainly discusses the similarities and differences of the story of Lu-
hua- Dang in Kunqu, Peking Opera and Taiwanese Luan-tan-xi. This article is divided
into two parts. The first part is lyrics comparison, the propotion of singing and speak-
ing among three kinds of dramas is diffirent, and when the Peking Opera version is
transplanted from the Kunqu version, the lining characters will be changed without
changing the main characters, while Taiwanese Luan-tan-xi version add “a” as
sound word when it transplants the Kunqu version.The second part is music compar-
ison. The timing of the big sections of three versions is similar, but the Kunqu and
Peking Opera versions have different arrangements of music sections from the Taiwan
Taiwanese Luan-tan-xi version. Comparing the versions of Kunqu and Taiwanese Lu-
an-tan-xi song by song, it can be seen that the Taiwanese Luan-tan-xi version not only
changed Qupai music into “Ping Ban” (7 ) in unit of sentences, but also used

‘. 9"
Kun Ban

3

(IR ) as an element throughout the play to create dramatic effect.
The Kunqu version' s “Sha Wei” (%% ) and Taiwanese Luan-tan-xi s “Bei
Wei Sheng” (JLE% ) are similar in the opening melody and ending note, but the
melody in the middle is different. By comparing the same story and similar lyrics in
different dramas, we can further understand the characteristics and creation methods

of each drama.

Keyword : Lu-hua-dang, Lu-hua, Kunqu, Taiwanese Luan-tan-xi, Gu Lu singing

* Graduate Student, Traditional Music Department, Taipei National University of the Arts
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