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Research of the "Declaration” by all the artists of the
“Phoenix Troupe " from Taiwan before World War I

Sim, Kok-Meng’

Abstract

The academic community in Taiwan agrees that the “Fenghuang Troupe” was a
Taiwanese Gezaixi opera troupe active before World War II. In 1931, the troupe trav-

eled to Southeast Asia for a performance tour in Malaya, creating a sensation.

Although the stage performances of the Taiwanese Gezaixi troupe were well-re-
ceived by the local Chinese diaspora in Malaya, the strong anti-Japanese sentiment
among the overseas Chinese led to a bombing incident inside the theater as a form of

protest.

On December 26, 1931, the “Fenghuang Troupe” made its debut at the “Wan
Ching Theater” in Penang, drawing enthusiastic crowds and receiving an overwhelm-
ing response. The troupe’s stage sets, storylines, and the performers’ skills were highly
praised by the Malayan Chinese audience. However, on January 2, 1932, just a week
after their debut, a loud explosion suddenly erupted in the packed theater. This was
not a part of the stage effects, but a deliberate bombing incident, causing chaos and
prompting the audience to flee before the performance could conclude. In response,
the “Fenghuang Troupe” published a declaration on January 6 and 8 in the Penang
Sin Poe newspaper, clarifying its organizational relationship with Taiwan’s Japanese
colonial government and addressing the identity of its members, some of whom were

labeled as “Japanese Taiwanese.”

The bombing incident during the “Fenghuang Troupe’s” performance in Penang
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before World War II, followed by the public declaration of the entire troupe, high-
lighted the intense anti-Japanese sentiment of the overseas Chinese community in
Malaya, stemming from Japan’s invasion of China. The declaration clearly articulated
the patriotic stance of the troupe members, demonstrating their opposition to Japanese
colonialism and underscoring the profound conflicts between national identity and co-

lonial subjugation.

Keyword : Fenghuang Troupe, Penang Island, Wan Ching Theater, Taiwanese
Opera, Malaya

" Chairman and researcher of Malaysia's "Xinxiang Sun Theater"
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