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Image Narrative: the Arrangement of Yueju, Dream of the
Red Chamber, on the Silver Screen

Hung , Yi-Jo'

Abstract

Dream of the Red Chamber played in the Shanghai Yueju Yuan is not only a
classic, but a milestone of Chinese opera film industry ever since it was shot as an art
fearute film in 1962. After the revolution in 1940s, Yueju gradually became more re-
alistic in its art style by using methodology of movies and dramas. Dream of the Red
Chamber directed by Cen Feng went further to try to break the boundary of stage per-
formance with the reorganization of the delicate scenes of Yueju in the film to achieve
a cinematic way of narrative. This essay aims to observe how the performing materials
of Yueju, Dream of the Red Chamber, were rearranged and represented with cinemat-
ic media and filming skills from the point of view of image narrative. Firstly, in script
adaption, the film sufficiently made use of editing to change scenes. The order of plots
was also changed to increase the relation between plots. Similarly, some transitions
were added to emphasize the changes of Lin Daiyu s situation and moods. However,
the condensed performance weakened the images of supporting roles. Secondly, in the
aspect of performance, with the unique camera language, the film enhanced the per-
formance of singing styles and lyrical features. The traditional postures became ordi-
nary behaviors in lives while the performing pattern emphasizing plots and emotional
tension were replaced with shooting techniques. Thirdly, in the aspect of constructing
scenes, the third-dimensional stage was turned into two-dimensional space framed in
the silver screen. Sets based on the original stages were extended to display the spatial
structure of Rongguo Mansion and Daguanyuan, which made actors adapting their

blockings and performing postures, featuring the various ways of interpretation from
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the director. In addition, concrete sets and properties were given more psychological
meanings and cultural symbolization, which strengthened the influence to both plots
and characters in the film. To conclude, for Yueju, Dream of the Red Chamber, Cen
Feng took the advantage of cinematic media to create value different from stage per-
formance, and its means of art expression is worthy of reference for the contemporary

Chinese opera film industry.

Keyword : Yueju film, Dream of the Red Chamber, Cen Feng, camera language, Im-

age Narrative
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