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The Unification of Chinese Operas and Comic Dialogue
Plays: On the Inheritance and Internalization of Chinese
Operas in the Works of Comedians Workshop

Wu, Chih-Yang™

Abstract

The components of Chinese Operas in the works of Comedians Workshop are
widely acknowledged. Nonetheless, previous essays merely discovered the work-
shop’ s adaptations of the intrinsic jokes which are related to Chinese Operas, and
they failed to detect that the performing formulas and the other elements of Chinese
Operas had already infiltrated into its works. In other words, its “inheritance” has
been sublimated into “internalization.” Therefore, this essay analyzes the works of
Comedians Workshop from the two abovementioned concepts, and unveils that the
workshop’ s inheritance of Chinese Operas is mainly demonstrated in Don’t be Afiaid,
Chang Fei (77§ ) is Coming and Operaholics. By comparing and contrasting their
components and prototypes, it finds that the workshop alters the elements which are
exclusive to China in the intrinsic jokes to the more comprehensible ones for Taiwan-
ese audience, and thus contributes to the “localization” of Comic Dialogue while
the workshop endeavors to promote Chinese Opera. Furthermore, the major difference
between the performances of Feng, Yi-Kang ( £l ) , Sung, Shao-Ching ( 54
JAI) , and their seniors is the increase in dramatic tension, and it is the consequence of
the influence of Chinese Opera, Western Plays, and the Comic Dialogue Plays of Per-
formance Workshop.

For the internalization of Chinese Operas in the works of Comedians Workshop,

the most prominent instances are The Mock Exam for the Primus and the series of The
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Historic Toilet. The Mock Exam for the Primus not only interiorizes the dressing and
performing formulas of Chinese Operas, but also plays the melody of “The Black
Silk Robe” of “The Stroll in the Garden” in The Peony Pavilion at the end, which
contrasts the melancholy of Chiu Niang ( JL#R ) and terminates the play in a classical
atmosphere. While the series of The Historic Toilet applies the plot and characters of
The Embroidered Pouch to tell a touching story around 1949 in  “The Pancake Com-
petition of the Seven Villages.” In addition, it ingeniously takes advantage of the
symbolic skills of the tables and chairs in Chinese Operas, and transforms the table
into the mountain ranges and summits where the Mountain God stands on in “The
Indigenous People of Taiwan” that combines the cultures of indigenous people and
Chinese Operas. And the works of Comedians Workshop achieve the unification of
Chinese Operas and Comic Dialogue Plays amid the inheritance and internalization of

Chinese Operas.

Keyword : Chinese Operas, Comic Dialogue Play, Comedians Workshop,

Inheritance, Internalization

" ML.A. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University
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