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Finding the hidden original Ming manuscript of Li Jing Ji 74
#iaC from the Ming tomb: solving the entanglement of two
different Chinese traditional Operas (Chao and Quan plays)
Caused by the Co-edition of Ming Bookbinder

Jheng,Guo-Cyuan’

Abstract

Around 450 years ago, a bookbinder/bookseller Xinantang Yu ( #H1Z45% K ) in
the north of Fujian Province, bound two versions of Li Zhi Ji, one from Guangdong
Chaozhou and the other from Fujian Quanzhou, into a new version named Li Jing Ji.
This new edition did not exist in China, however, two copies were discovered in li-
braries in the UK and Japan in the 1950s.

Scholars have diverged on the issue of which original versions from Guangdong
Chaozhou and Fujian Quanzhou were used. Three professors, Wu Shouli of National
Taiwan University, Nao Chungyi of Hong Kong and Peter Loong of Oxford Univer-

"in a same line of five

sity, have their own perspectives. I wrote an article named
hundred years ; published in the sixth issue of " Journal of Traditional Chinese The-
ater | 1in 2009, elaborating on the three versions of Li Zhi Ji which were published
from Quanzhou from the Qing dynasty of Shunzhi, Daoguang and Guangxu periods.
In 2013, I was surprised to learn from Professor Wu Yongqing of Hanshan Nor-
mal University about a batch of handwritten manuscripts of the Ming Dynasty that
were unearthed from an early tomb in Chaozhou in 1958. There were only two resid-

ual pages of Li Zhi Ji found. They were the Chaozhou Province Li Zhi Ji manuscript
from the Ming Wanli period (around 1573 to 1620).
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According to these versions, the tangle caused by the version bound by Xinan-
tang Yu has finally been solved. The evidence shows they are not only different ver-
sions of the play but also the opera. This article is to review the generational inher-
itance of the Li Jing Ji manuscript, in order to retrieve and preserve this intangible

cultural heritage.

Keyword : Li Jing Ji, Li Zhi Ji manuscript, the Guangdong Chaozhou and Fujian
Quanzhou versions, residual pages from early tomb, tune-patten (local

characteristic of tune pattens)

" Honorary President of Quanzhou Local Opera Research Association
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