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"Public Memory and Historical Representation in Drama:
A Case Study on the Script Creation of 'Old Fongshan
City History' in the Kaohsiung Spring Arts Festival"

Chien-Kuo , Liu"

"Old Fongshan City History" is a self-produced and hosted program by the
Bureau of Cultural Affairs, Kaohsiung City Government, using the national historic
site, "Zuoying Old City" eastern gate and city wall ruins, as the primary performance
venue. After the performance, it was widely praised, with critics deeming it "a
masterpiece of Taiwan's Environmental Theater in recent years". An upgraded
version of "Old Fongshan City History" was staged again in 2018.

The play originated from the Ministry of Culture's Project on Regeneration of
Historic Sites and is a part of the "Zuoying Old City Visualization Plan" mapped
out by the Kaohsiung City Government. The play's positioning as a "Century-Old
Historic Site Environmental Theater" made "history" the central theme of the "Old
Fongshan City History" script.

The playwright ingeniously personified "Zuoying Old City" through a character
named "Shi Cheng Jun" (Mr. Stone Fortress). The general public's unfamiliarity
with and oblivion of history are metaphorically depicted through Shi Cheng Jun's
amnesia, embarking on a journey through time to retrieve lost historical memories.
One unique aspect of "Old Fongshan City History" is not just its dramatization of the
past but also its portrayal of "public memory". Due to Taiwan's intricate and diverse
historical culture, public memory across different ethnicities and eras gets shaped by
politics and time, leading to its loss, reconstruction, or transformation.

This study explores the relationship between the script of "Old Fongshan City
History" and public memory from perspectives like "dispersion of public memory",
"resonance of collective memory", "loss of collective memory" "reconstruction of
collective memory", and "transformation of collective memory". How memory and
historical events intermingle, disconnect, and get muddled is vividly portrayed in
"Old Fongshan City History" through historical archives and theatrical performance.

Keywords : Taiwanese Opera, Environmental Theater, Old Fongshan City History,
Collective memory, Kaohsiung Spring Arts Festival.

*Leader/Director of Kit Kat Theater Company
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