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The Complementary Role of Jingju to Kunqu: The Historical
Exploration Based on An Archive in 1959

. . *
Liu ,Xiao-zhen

Abstract

This essay starts with an archive about a curriculum plan of Shanghai Xiqu
School, in which Kunqu students was required to study Jingju. The author points out
the historical background of this curriculum plan and analyzes it was the result of
Kunqu popularized by the China mainland government in 1950s. Actually, in the late
Qing dynasty and early republic of China, Jingju had played the complementary role
to Kunqu, and vice versa. The aim of this essay is to reveal Jingju was not only the
competitive relation to Kunqu it will be helpful to notice the different layers of art

practice in history

Keyword : Shanghai Xiqu School, archive, popularized Kunqu, the complementary

relationship between Jingju and Kunqu

" The author is a doctoral student at the School of Liberal Arts of Nanjing University and an associate
researcher at the Chinese Art Research Institute
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