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The Complementary Role of Jingju to Kunqu: The Historical
Exploration Based on An Archive in 1959

. . *
Liu ,Xiao-zhen

This essay starts with an archive about a curriculum plan of Shanghai Xiqu
School, in which Kunqu students was required to study Jingju. The author points out
the historical background of this curriculum plan and analyzes it was the result of
Kunqu popularized by the China mainland government in 1950s. Actually, in the late
Qing dynasty and early republic of China, Jingju had played the complementary role
to Kunqu, and vice versa. The aim of this essay is to reveal Jingju was not only the
competitive relation to Kunqu ° it will be helpful to notice the different layers of art

practice in history

Keyword : Shanghai Xiqu School, archive, popularized Kunqu, the complementary

relationship between Jingju and Kunqu

“The author is a doctoral student at the School of Liberal Arts of Nanjing University and an associate
researcher at the Chinese Art Research Institute
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A Comparative Music Study of Kunqu Hua-Dang from The
Story of the Cottage (Cao-lu-ji), Peking Opera Lu-Hua-Dang
and Taiwanese Luan-tan-xi Lu-Hua

Huang,Siao-Wun’

This article mainly discusses the similarities and differences of the story of Lu-
hua- Dang in Kunqu, Peking Opera and Taiwanese Luan-tan-xi. This article is divided
into two parts. The first part is lyrics comparison, the propotion of singing and speak-
ing among three kinds of dramas is diffirent, and when the Peking Opera version is
transplanted from the Kunqu version, the lining characters will be changed without
changing the main characters, while Taiwanese Luan-tan-xi version add “a” as
sound word when it transplants the Kunqu version.The second part is music compar-
ison. The timing of the big sections of three versions is similar, but the Kunqu and
Peking Opera versions have different arrangements of music sections from the Taiwan
Taiwanese Luan-tan-xi version. Comparing the versions of Kunqu and Taiwanese Lu-
an-tan-xi song by song, it can be seen that the Taiwanese Luan-tan-xi version not only
changed Qupai music into “Ping Ban” (7 ) in unit of sentences, but also used

3 9"
Kun Ban

’

(IRIf ) as an element throughout the play to create dramatic effect.
The Kunqu version' s “Sha Wei” (%% ) and Taiwanese Luan-tan-xi s “Bei
Wei Sheng” (JLEE% ) are similar in the opening melody and ending note, but the
melody in the middle is different. By comparing the same story and similar lyrics in
different dramas, we can further understand the characteristics and creation methods

of each drama.

Keyword : Lu-hua-dang, Lu-hua, Kunqu, Taiwanese Luan-tan-xi, Gu Lu singing

" Graduate Student, Traditional Music Department, Taipei National University of the Arts
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Research on Outer-stage Hu-pieh Taiwanese Opera Costumes
in the Greater Taipei Area after 1970: Focus on Fabrics and
Materials

Hsu , Hsiang- Feng’

In the late 1960s, Inner-stage Taiwanese Opera gradually declined with the rise
of emerging entertainment media, almost completely withdrawing from the inner
stagepdating of fabrics and materials has also triggered innovations in costume design.
Artists collaborated with costume designers to explore various new materials, discov-
eriers a clear insight into the evolution of material characteristics, usage methods, and
the tangible evolution of costumes. This process not only documents the development
of Hu-pieh Taiwanese Opera costumes but also reflects the phenomenon of material
culture. The utilization of fabrics and materials demonstrates how material changes
have influenced costume design. This record serves not only as compelling evidence
of the developmental journey of opera costumes but also reflects the profound impact

of material culture on the art of opera.

Keyword : Taiwanese Opera, Outdoor Taiwanese Opera, Hu-pieh Taiwanese Opera,

Performance Attire

* PhD student at the Institute of Taiwanese Literature, National Cheng Kung University
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Image Narrative: the Arrangement of Yueju, Dream of the
Red Chamber, on the Silver Screen

Hung , Yi-Jo'

Dream of the Red Chamber played in the Shanghai Yueju Yuan is not only a
classic, but a milestone of Chinese opera film industry ever since it was shot as an art
fearute film in 1962. After the revolution in 1940s, Yueju gradually became more re-
alistic in its art style by using methodology of movies and dramas. Dream of the Red
Chamber directed by Cen Feng went further to try to break the boundary of stage per-
formance with the reorganization of the delicate scenes of Yueju in the film to achieve
a cinematic way of narrative. This essay aims to observe how the performing materials
of Yueju, Dream of the Red Chamber, were rearranged and represented with cinemat-
ic media and filming skills from the point of view of image narrative. Firstly, in script
adaption, the film sufficiently made use of editing to change scenes. The order of plots
was also changed to increase the relation between plots. Similarly, some transitions
were added to emphasize the changes of Lin Daiyu s situation and moods. However,
the condensed performance weakened the images of supporting roles. Secondly, in the
aspect of performance, with the unique camera language, the film enhanced the per-
formance of singing styles and lyrical features. The traditional postures became ordi-
nary behaviors in lives while the performing pattern emphasizing plots and emotional
tension were replaced with shooting techniques. Thirdly, in the aspect of constructing
scenes, the third-dimensional stage was turned into two-dimensional space framed in
the silver screen. Sets based on the original stages were extended to display the spatial
structure of Rongguo Mansion and Daguanyuan, which made actors adapting their

blockings and performing postures, featuring the various ways of interpretation from
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the director. In addition, concrete sets and properties were given more psychological
meanings and cultural symbolization, which strengthened the influence to both plots
and characters in the film. To conclude, for Yueju, Dream of the Red Chamber, Cen
Feng took the advantage of cinematic media to create value different from stage per-
formance, and its means of art expression is worthy of reference for the contemporary

Chinese opera film industry.

Keyword : Yueju film, Dream of the Red Chamber, Cen Feng, camera language, Im-

age Narrative

* Assistant Professor, General Studies Center, National Taiwan University of Arts
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