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The influence of timbre and pitch of Chaoshan dialect on
the tune of Chaozhou Opera

Wu, Meng-ya’

The tune of Chaoshan opera is based on the voice of Chaoshan dialect. The
unique timbre of Chaoshan dialect gives the voice of Chaoshan opera the aesthetic
characteristics of ancient, sonorous, crisp and long. Dialect, with the sound of singing
as the bridge, has influence on pitch and timbre. In Chaoshan dialect, Jianmu, Ximu,
Qunmu and Yimu use the place of articulation and tone characteristics, which not only
retain part of the ancient sound characteristics, but also evolve. The sound value is k,
k", and zero sound. Taking the Jianmu as an example, the sounding time of initial is
too short, and the ductility (in the sense of long time) from voice to singing is poor,
which makes it difficult to implement the technique of the tune. This is exactly the
source of the auditory hardness of the tune in Chaozhou Opera. Eg. The nasal initial
is similarly unmalleable in time. At the same time, the nasal initial tends to produce a

higher pitch in thebeginning of a word .

Keyword : palatalization; Phonetic time value; Tune morphology; A stopper initial;

Nasal initial; shuimogiang

" Anging Normal University, School of Huangmei Opera, teacher
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