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Shakespeare of the East, reinventing a master’s character

The best of elder characters in Talwan, a tribute to the
master

= younger fans were restless and excited while shoving each other towards their idols for
-“ - W oo 49 | e autographs; on the other side those elderly fans were looking through exhibition of photos
%3 EEEE 8 ,i— [ while reflecting on the best of times in the past.
] i 1:;5ﬁ= a E .‘;ﬁ E The chairman of Peking Opera Theater of National Taiwan College of Performing Arts, Mr. Fu-Run Yeh will
;; }?Eiiﬁ 52 % & soon retire this year, in light of this, the school’s Peking Opera Theater has committed extensive resources to
H I:!*.ﬁ A N E produce a major performance titled “The Best of Elder Characters in Taiwan” and the event is set to perform
i i " o ~ at Taipei Municipal Theater on the 15th, 16th and 17th of June. Also, an exhibition of photos showing the long
Ii LT wR 0 list of characters played by Chairman Yeh over the years and enumerating his achievements during his career
3 2w = will be held at the entrance. The Chairman and his Theater have been introducing new renditions of classics
-4 u such as “Guan-Han-Qing”, “August Snow”, “Dream of Queen Yang” since 1999, the stage has never been
i g short of innovative characters, these all mark the glorious times of The Chairman’s career.
i On the first performance of “The Best of Elder Characters in Taiwan”, The Chairman will take the leading

roles in 2 plays and he will be joined by his students including Zhong-Yuan Mo, Jun-Sheng Huang in another
play. On the second and third day of the performance, The Chairman will be joined by Dr. Ji-Wen Li of
Bejing Central Theater and Mr. Xu-Nan Zhang of National Taiwan College of Performing Arts in a new
rendition of the classic play “Master of Everything - Guan-Han-Qing”, Mr. Xu-Nan Zhang will be directing
the play and Mr. Wen-Hua Tang of The National Peking Opera Theater will take the lead role of “Guan-Han-
Qing”, the cast also includes other outstanding performers like Yang-Shi Ding, Yang-Qiang Zhao, Ming-Ling
Zhu, Sheng-Fang Guo,Zu-Juan Pu and Da-Li Yu. Highly renown Chinese opera master Mr. Zhi-Gang Zhou
is invited to consult parts of the play and the entire performance is produced by the best team of its kind in
Taiwan, all efforts are to guarantee of presenting a true theatrical experience with Taiwanese flavor.

Through the performances of elder characters across two generations, Chairman Yeh’s career is marked with
a perfect ending for his lifelong dedication to the stage and it is also hope that the fans will walk away with
images of the timelessness characters performed by The Chairman over the years.

Peking opera in Taiwan has grown from literally nonexistence to blossom and the growth is filled with

[ [ ———————————— .._.- 1 -,1 i " nothing short of extraordinary legends. Since the first graduating class at Private Fuxing School of

CHRNSWE: 4841+ BUEEANRAR - NESEOREIN Performing Arts, numerous outstanding performers have been created over the years. Chairman Yeh was the

T AT first generation of homegrown elder character in Taiwan. With over 40 years of stage experience, his career is
TR "n L the history of Peking opera in Taiwan and he is truly a treasure to the field of performing arts.

spmg (HRIERAGEE 2012/6/15-17 [E=EakE Mr. We-Hua Tang is a first class actor of National Chinese Opera Theater. He studied under one of the four

elder character masters in Taiwan, Shao-An Hu and thanks to his gifted talent and hard works, he was named

the best elder character of Taiwan by renowned critic De-Wei Wang. He is known for incorporating factors from modern performing arts in his performances, exceptionally

skilled in depicting details of his characters while focusing on reinventing the traditions; he was awarded for outstanding achievement in the culture of performing arts by
the city of Taipei.

According to Director Xu-Nan Zhang, “Guan-Han-Qing” could be considered the first in using the characters instead of the objects for transitions between dialogues in the
play. This rendition of classic play is also joined by screenplay writer Ji-Wen Li, the combination is known for integrating western and eastern factors. This play uses 2D
projection technology to incorporate many magnificent paintings and objects of Song, Yuan eras to break away from how the play was presented in the past in addition to
having modern theatrical elements such as “play within a play”, all these ingredients are interpreted by Wen-
Hua Tang to show a refreshing take on a classic play.

Chinese opera master Guan-Han-Qing of Yuan Dynasty is characterized as being an expert in music and his
fluency in every aspect of running and performing a play, he is regarded by those in the performing arts filed
as the master of everything. His works were easy to be understood by most people as he was very familiar with
the life of everyday people in the lower class so they were his main target audiences, his works were also more
adaptable by actors for performance.

This rendition of “Master of Everything — Guan-Han-Qing” also inherits Guan-Han-Qing’s theatrical spirit of
keeping it enjoyable to everyone as part of an effort to attract audiences to explore the amazing world of Peking
opera. “The Best of Elder Characters in Taiwan” introduces back-to-back plays that present great challenges of
acting and endurance to actors, elder characters across two generations take their turns in performing in classic
plays for the audiences, this is truly a one-of-a-kind occasion. During the 3 day performance, other than the
loyal elderly fans who would come in walkers and in the company of their families, many young people and
couples could also be seen attending the shows. From the questionnaires filled out by audiences, you can see not
only the supports from fans but also the expectation they have on the school’s future development and direction.
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