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2010 International Chinese Opera Forum

Universal Study, Worldwide Xiqu!

In the words of the old Chinese saying, “Friends coming from afar — is that not a
great pleasure?” A lot of Xiqu scholars coming from overseas and home got
together to discuss aspects of theater, watch plays, and comment on them in Taipei
on November 19 and 20, 2010. How resounding and melodious it was around here,
in Neihu!

The school was upgraded into the National Taiwan College of Performing Arts in
2006, but the forum has been held every year since 2005: for six years so far.
Whether it was in Taipei’s National Library or the University of Paris VIII, France,
or this year for the first time at the school’s newly-completed Opera House, every
year there have been scholars from home and abroad attending the meeting with
enthusiasm to present their papers and produce impressive results. It seems that
Taiwan has become the center of the traditional Chinese Opera in the
Chinese-speaking world.

The school has a history of more than 50 years, and it has proceeded with huge
reforms on Xiqu education recently, so that the training period of professional
performers has been expanded from eight to twelve years. It emphasizes not only
developing great performers but also creating new productions, and reaches these
aims in both traditional and innovative ways, with both local and international
accents, to present the features of diversity and integration in Taiwanese Xiqu and
culture. Since the first session of the International Chinese Opera Forum, we have
spread and displayed the art of Xiqu, as well as gaining a lot of interaction in
academic exchange each year.

To sustain this achievement, the college has gone on to organize the "2010

International Chinese Opera Forum — Local Xiqu", which focuses on (1) the
formation and the history of the development of local Xiqu (2), characteristics of
the local Xiqu genres, (3) impacts on the local Xiqu from Jingju and Kunqu, (4) the
modernization of local Xiqu, (5) problems encountered by local Xiqu, (6) the
musical characteristics of local Xiqu, (7) the accents and tunes of local Xiqu, (8)
the literature of local Xiqu, (9) the art of the stage in local Xiqu, and (10) actor
training. Through lectures, published papers, seminars, cultural events and
activities, we will not only discuss the creative vitality and contemporary
developmental trends of Xiqu, but also inspire vision and ideas among scholars
from different countries.

Meanwhile, there will be a play, "The Beauty in Nirvana" performed by the
college’s Chinese Opera group at Chung Cheng Hall so that all involved
participants are able to interact and discuss relevant issues through watching the
performance. (Translated by Wang Hsueh-lan)

Cross-Cultural Educational Theater on the Chinese Opera

— A Case in the USA

The Department of Chinese Opera was invited by the Department of Theater at

Miami University, Ohio, USA for an interactive “Cross-Cultural Educational
Theater” from November 9 to 23, 2010. Teachers and students from the
Department of Chinese Opera traveled all over high school and college campuses
in the state of Ohio, including Oxford, Hamilton, Middletown, Columbus, and
Cincinnati. During approximately 10 days they held 38 sessions of performances
and workshops with a total attendance of about 8,500 people. Ms. Zhang Xunan,
the chairperson of the department, went with 7 college students: Xiao Zhiwei, Qiu
Jingfu, Huang Shiya, Liao Yuanchun, Liu Shanru, Lou Yicheng and Dong Tingan
to engage in these performances and workshops.

First, as to “Cross-Cultural Theater”: The program included performances of "The
Jade Bracelet", "The Fairy Sprinkling Flowers", "Farewell My Concubine,"
"Drunken Imperial Concubine", for the public Middletown MU Theatre, ART
Museum, Pyramid Hill, Oxford Community Center and High School Centennial
Theater. After the performances, the young professional actors from Taiwan and
the audiences from the USA had question-and-answer interaction and gained good
first-hand experience of cross-cultural theater.

Secondly, the “Cultural Experience” involved intensive traveling in important
regions of Ohio such as Oxford, Hamilton, Middletown, Columbus, Cincinnati,
cities and campuses, as well as Metamora in Indiana. The aim was to experience
local multi-cultural arts and customs and to develop the Taiwanese students’ ability

to operate abroad.

By Zhang Xunan, Department of Chinese Opera

Thirdly, “Educational theater”: The "Performance Teaching Workshop" visited
campuses, socially disadvantaged groups, and children's theaters in the state of
Ohio. Also, on the university campuses there were presentations of the Chinese
theatrical performance system, including the Sheng, Dan, Jing, and Chou role types
and “Singing, Speaking, Acting, Fighting” as well as theatrical makeup, face
painting, costumes and so on. Learning by doing, participants experienced the
practical performing arts of the Chinese Opera.

The young actors from Taiwan won high evaluation and praise from the American
students and audiences. Their performances not only left the American audience
with a lasting impression of the excellence of traditional performing arts from
Taiwan, but also helped spread the seeds of the Chinese Opera in the USA through
teaching workshops, specifically promoting international cultural interaction. This
interaction will considerably enhance the frequency of interaction between
traditional arts from Taiwan and the international arena of the arts. Meanwhile,
through the artistic interaction, students will develop their knowledge and
capability of globalization. This activity is also effective in achieving the targets:
that students from the Department of Chinese Opera should be able to realize their
abilities to move towards globalization through the experience of international
interaction, and via the platform of international education and performance by
young students in cross-cultural education, to spur the development of
cross-cultural arts in Taiwan. This activity drew a great response among the
students and people in various regions of the USA, so we could well be invited for

another visit next year. (Translated by Wang Hsueh-lan)
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