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Translator / Wang Hsin-yi

Newly Revised

The Li Xiang Jun
Back to Hometown

Innovation Tour in Ancient China Provinces

NTCPA’s newly revised Kunqu the Li Xiang Jun brought new trend for traditional Xiqu in Taiwan when it’s on in

November 2009. It, again, blasted China in ancient provinces while it joined the Xianmen Chinese Drama Festival in early
December, and then moved on to Henan Province where the Li Xiang Jun was originated, and last went to Beijing for an
academic conference.

The Troupe of Jingju’s leader Cao Fu-yong who led the 50-member-group to China this time made comment “This is the
second revised Kunqu after the Meng Jiang Nu. Visiting Henan Province where the main character Hou Fang-yu used to
live overwhelmed and enlightened the group. The successful performance also impressed the local people”.

What most impressed the group was the hospitality of people in Henan Province. Not long before the group passed the
Shangqiu Exit of Henan Highway did the administrators from the Shangqiu Cultural Bureau appeared with 3 cars to pick
us up. Also, they introduced us the main character Hou Fang-yu’s old place and had their head researcher of Shangqiu
Museum Mrs. Guo Ping show us around the ancient town before the performance. When at Li Xiang Jun’s room, the two
main characters were as if they were back to the real life and acted at the scene.

Henan secretary Wang Bao-cun especially gave weight to our performance in Shangqiu. He not only paid a visit to us
along with 10 other Shangqiu officials but also gave us a Peach Blossom Fan by Ching Dynasty’s Yang You-long and a
copy fan of Hou Chao-zong.

Newly revised the Li Xiang Jun was rewritten by Taiwanese Zeng Yong-yi, recomposed by Taiwanese Zhou Qin, and
performed by Taiwanese Jingju actors. Its performance in China meant a lot to both sides. Shangqiu scholars and experts
Tan Jing-po, Luo Yun, Shi Dong-po, Chen Xin-qin all loved the performance and considered the play one of the kind.

The final stop in China was Beijing where the group taking 6 hours of railway to get to. The group had two days of
performances on December 14th and 16th at China Academy of Xiqu and Mei Lang-fang Theatre respectively and an
academic conference on December 15th. The performances and the academic conference were a big success and drew a -
perfect ending for the tour in China. ‘i-* e

Cross-strait Xiqu Cultural Exchange

A Trip of Richness and Abundance:
National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts Visited

70 people from China were invited to Taiwan from December 7th to 13th in order to have a series of educational exchange and performing activities with NTCPA. The
group includes mostly the teachers and the students of the National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts, Zhao Jing-fa, the Dean of China’s National Jingju and Kunqu Office,
Zan Shu-xiao, the official from Bureau for External Cultural Relations and Office for Cultural Affairs with Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan Regions of Ministry of Culture
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of China, and the senior Jingju actor Zhang Huo-ding.

Main activities included:

1.Classic Plays Blasted:
Eight classic Xiqu plays at Armed Forces Cultural Center from December 8th to 10th;

2.Bilateral Talks:
Visited and exchanged with teachers and students of NTCPA’s Jingju Department and Xiqu Music Department on
December 9th;

3.Cooperation Agreement:
Principal Cheng Rom-shing conducted cooperation agreement with vice president Zhou Long, a preparation for
continuous academic exchanges and practically beneficial and profitable relationship for both sides in the future;

4.Bilateral Xiqu Exchange Conference:
Bilateral Xiqu Exchange Conference on December 12th. The meeting was co-hosted by Mr. Li Dian-kui, the
professor of Graduate School of Traditional Arts of Taipei National University of the Arts and Mr. Xie Bo-liang,
Dean of Xiqu Literature Department of the National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts. 31 professors joined the
meeting, including professors of National Central University, professors of Drama and Theatre Department of
National Taiwan University, Director of Taiwan Kunqu Troupe, and the professor Wang An-qi of Guoguang Opera
Company. Four and a half hours of meeting focused on the traits of the National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts’

first performance in Taiwan, cooperation on the cultivation of Xiqu talents, and further cultural exchange of Xiqu.
5.Visiting Arts Universities:
Visiting Taipei National University of the Arts and National Taiwan University of Arts, exchanging experiences of
teaching and education on December 8th and 10th;
6.Trip on Cultures and Arts:
Visiting Center of Traditional Arts in Ilan, National Palace Museum and other cultural historic sites, sightseeing in
Jiufen, , tasting Taiwanese snacks and local cuisines.
The National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts’ visit in Taiwan marked the progress of bilateral Xiqu cultural
exchanges and made remarkable improvement on academic development of both sides. NTCPA hopes a further,

deeper, and more creative cooperation for bilateral Xiqu cultures and education.



