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Textual Research on the Author of The Tale of
the Crying Phoenix

Liu Zhizhung*

Abstract

Mingfengj (The Tale of the Crying Phoenix) is an important work in the history
of Chinese Xiqu. There have been three kinds of sources about the author since the
Ming and Qing Dynasty, one is anonymous, another is Wang Shizhen, and the other is
Wang’s students.

Based on new materials and proofs, including Shuangfengli Zhi (The History of
the Twin Phoenix) compiled by Gu Zhongan and Yang Zichang in the Qing Dynasty,
as well as The Revised Shuangfengli Zhi (The Revised History of the Twin Phoenix)
compiled by Gu Bao shan and Hu Jian, the article concludes that the author of The

Tale of the Crying Phoenix was Tang Yifen, rather than Wang Shizhen.
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