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The Changes in Genres of Traditional Chinese Drama:

the Case of Gezi Opera”

Chen, Shixiong”

Abstract

All genres of traditional Chinese drama undergo changes to certain degrees.
Emphases should be put on the preservation of individuality of each genre on the one
hand, but on the other hand, inevitability of changes should also be recognized. We
should not restrict subject matter of creation for maintenance of individuality of the
genre. Rather, we should improve the artistic expressiveness of the genre through
innovations. When a new variation emerges from the old genre of drama, we should
acknowledge it, instead of discriminating against it for the purity of the genre. In
accordance with the postmodern cultural view, boundaries between genres of drama
can be broken and obscured, and attributes of genres evolve dynamically. On this
issue, views from mainland China and Taiwan disagree. Nevertheless, contradictory
views form tension, which is beneficial to the development of traditional Chinese

drama.

Key words: genres of drama, Gezi opera

* This paper was delivered at the “2010 Chinese Theater International Conference: Local Theater” held at
International Conference Hall, Theater Building, National Taiwan College of Performing Art, November 19-20,
2010.

*Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Xiamen University
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