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Translator/Li-Lei Liu

“International Scholars Exchange Plan” Professor Howard Blanning
takes you to

Meet Shakespeare at T:upen City Zoo

Through the "International Scholars Exchange Plan" executed
based on the "Supplementary Plan of Ministry of Education to
Infternational Cooperation of Technical and Vocational Schools"
between National Taiwan College of Performing Arts (NTCPA) and
Miami University, Ohio, USA (MUOHIO,) Professor Howard Blanning of
the Department of Theatre of MUOHIO has visited NTCPA teaching
Western and Shakespeare Theatre in English and directing this play of
Shakespeare for faculty members and students Department of Jingju
in NTCPA. With the rich theater experiences and performance training
of Professor Blanning, he has broadened the theater knowledge
and view of students from Eastern to Western stage, from fraditional
to modern performance style. He has let different cultures contact,
interact, and feel each other.

This is a very unique internatftional connection. Through the
instruction of Professor Howard Blanning, the people of the
Department of Jingju in NTCPA have experienced cultural diversity,
the students have raised their learning motivation, and the faculty
members have drawn new lessons of feaching methods and done
academic exchange. All the efforts have seriously made the

performing arts of the East and West a
great communication. Therefore, on Dec.
06 and Dec. 07, 2008, we have exclusively
produced the event of "Meet Shakespeare
at Taipei City Zoo" as one of our semester-
end achievement presentations, and
performed the work directed by Professor
Blanning in Chinese of Shakespeare's
comedy "A Midsummer Night's Dream."
The first event will be the "Shakespeare
Workshop" led by Professor Blanning.
With full of knowledge toward
Shakespeare studies, he will talk about
and share the little secrets of performing

Shakespeare's plays with us.

In "A Midsummer Night's Dream," all the actors and acftresses are
cross-casting which creates more surprise and fun. With the seffing in
the zoo, having the green trees surrounded, the play has conveyed
more spirit of the story naturally. This performance is co-taught and
coproduced by the lecturer of the Department of Jingju, Mr. Hsu-
Nan Chang. It is acted by all the first and second year students of
the Department of Jingju, the division of four-year College. The stage
properties are made by the Department of Theater Arts of the division
of two-year College. We cordially invite all people who are interested
in Shakespeare's studies and performances to attend this feast with
us.

English Jungju (Traditional Chinese Theatre) International Teaching Plan

The teaching plan of exchanging
scholars between Department of Jingju
of National Taiwan College of Performing
Arts (NTCPA) College and the Department
of Theatre, Miami University, Ohio, USA
(MUOHIO) will present "The Taming of the
Shrew" directed by Professor Hsing-Lin Tracy
Chung in the Gates-Abegglen Threatre of
MUOHIO seven times to the public from
Nov. 20th to Dec. 7th, 2008.

The mission of the Department of
Theatre of MUOHIO, is to enlighten and
spire the students with their creative and
independent thinking, fo help them realize
their potential, to build their scholarly
passion, and to embrace the challenges
through class teaching and artistic
practice. It is one of the goals to develop
their global awareness,

Every semester, the Department of
Theatre, MUOHIO presents four plays. This
aufumn, as the first time, it will perform
William Shakespeare's comedy "The Taming
of the Shrew" with the style of Chinese
opera ever since the department has set

up. The whole faculty and student body of
the Department of Theatre has taken part
in the performance. The faculty members
tfake charge in production, direction,
stage, costume, sound effect, promotion,
and ticketing while the students in actors
and actresses. The visiting professor Hsing-
Lin Tracy Chung has rehearsed the show
with fraditional Jingju (Peking Opera) style.
During if, the students have learned how to
perform Jingju characters "Sheng (Male),
Tan (Female), Ching (Painted face), Chou
(Clown)." They have also tried the role play
of being "Kun Sheng (male roles played
by women)" and "Chien Dan (female roles
played by men)" and have learned four
basic Jingju kung fu "singing, speaking,
posturing, and performing martial art" and
five methods of "hand, eye, figure, stage
walking, and the integrated skills of the
above." It has been full of fun during the
whole rehearsal sessions.

One of the exchanged scholars, Dr.
Howard Blanning of the Department of
Theatre, MUOHIO, has also directed one
play "A Midsummer Night's Dream" of

William Shakespeare for the Department
of Jingju of NTCPA. It will be presented
in an environmental theater for all the
visitors without charge in Taipei City Zoo
on Dec. 6th and 7th, 2008. By sharing the
performing art with all the community, it
will help found the performing art firmly
and raise the reputation of NTCPA.




