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¢C H ere” “Here”! “Me”! God of Wealth in red

gets on the stage and dances. He grabs

candy changes from the ingot in the hand
and throws into the audience. “Wow!” Come on! The
audience broke out into thunderous cheers. Some are
rushing to hold it. Some are rushing to pick it up on
the floor. They grab tightly copper coins and ingots
symbolizing good luck of the year, with big smile on
the face. Either for the adults or for the kids, they all
grab fully ingots and red packets in the hand, with great
joy on the face. Several kids cannot help counting their
trophies in the corner.

In the past at the end of the lunar year, Beijing Opera
troupes would seal the chest (fengxiang) and take a
rest. As usual, Beijing Opera circle (liyuan jie) would
worship the master and unveil the first opera after the
new year, called “unveiled opera” which starts the
performing tasks of the whole year and means luck. On
Feb. 9, Beijing Opera Company and Acrobatic Troupe
of National Taiwan College of Performing Arts held
unveiling ceremony to the public for the first time. It
was very lively on the scene. Regardless of the image,
they crouched and picked ingots on the floor, hoping
that the harvest in the hand also symbolizes good luck
of the year.

Similar to the opening of other fields, Beijing Opera
Circle usually holds unveiling ceremony on the fifth or
the fifteenth of lunar January. However, the process of
worshipping the master is more formal.

First, staff in charge of costumes set paraphernalia,
simple stage properties on the stage, called “setting
the stage”. Then, staff in charge of the music play
Xiaokaimen (Opening the Door Ajar) or wind and
percussion tones. Then staff in charge of boxes clean
the image of the master, called “Body Cleaning” and
dress them in new robes, called “Robe Dressing”. After
it, the chief of the troupe and representatives of all
types (sheng, dan, jing, chou) offer incense. Laosheng
standing for unceasing nature (in charge of the
master), wujing (in charge of God of Wealth Increasing
Blessings, Zengfu Caishen), and xiaosheng (in charge
of the general) all in red bious bious welcome the image
of the master respectfully, walking from the back stage
to the front stage and then from the audience seats to
the stage. Another one inspecting the field beside the
three is in charge of incense burner.

Next the head of the troupe and other chiefs worship
with incense. Then honored guests are invited to
worship. Then all members at present worship. After
worshipping, chiefs of the troupe and representatives of
all types send in respect the image of the master to the
back stage. Then immediately clear the settings on the
stage, called “breakdown”

As to sacrifices offered on the stage, each has its
special meaning: three kinds of animals (chicken, pig,
fish) and five fruits, with another five sacrifices. Chicken
must have its head and tail, owing to its indication of
acting from the beginning to the end. There should be
feathers on the last vertebra and thus it stands for the
image of the phoenix, symbolizing a bright future. The
pork means that six domestic animals thrive. Living
fish means that the carp jump over the dragon gate.
After the worshipping ceremony, the living fish must

be released. As to five fruits, the banana cut into pieces
while not peeled implies constant promotion. The
apple implies safety for all seasons. The orange implies
great luck. The date implies luck and satisfaction.
The pineapple implies constant good luck. Another
five sacrifices symbolize all types according to their
tones, shapes or implications. Peanuts (huasheng) stand
for the type of sheng according to the implication of
Chinese character sheng in peanuts. Eggs stand for the
type of dan according to the Chinese tone. Toufu stands
for the type of chou according to its shape similar to
square picture painted on the face. As to painted face
in the type of jing, flower beans are used to stand for it.
As to mo, that is, laosheng, the white color of the salt is
used to stand for its white beard.

After breakdown, actors will immediately perform the
auspicious opera. Spiritual officers in charge of five
blessings are played by five actors. They dance with
whips in the hand. One bunch of (Baizi Fengwei, the
shape of a fish) firecrackers is tied onto each whip.
After the dance, big spiritual officer leads them to let
off the firecrackers around the court till all firecrackers
are let off. This opera indicates shunning evil.

After the opera, two kids cleaning the stage step onto
the stage separately from two sides. When they meet
face to face, they will clean paper of firecrackers
from the edge to the middle, as traditional paper of
firecrackers is auspicious Chinese red symbolizing
wealth and should not be cleaned out, but cleaned in,
meaning “wealth not out”. In the back stage actors will
step on pieces of firecracker paper. Stepping on the
pieces (cai sui) also means cai sui (§f5%, stepping into
a new year). At this time the audience will also throw
candies and copper coins onto the stage, indicating a
good box office and high income.

Next is Tiao Chia Kuan (the dance for receiving official
promotion). The civilian and the attaché separately
played by one man and one woman (one sheng and
one dan) sing verses. The man wears the mask and the
woman is painted oil on the face, both biting an ivory
tablet. When dancing one circle, they will present
auspicious words on promotion paper in the hand. This
ceremony indicates official promotion.

The finale of the ceremony is performed by God
of Wealth Increasing Blessings which is played by
wusheng. He holds a big ingot and dances lively. God
of Wealth throws candies in the ingot and smaller
ingots to the audience, meaning that God of Wealth is
offering wealth to them. However, you can eat candies
you have grabbed but cannot spare copper coins and
ingots, as they symbolize good luck and luck in gaining
wealth in the new year!

Zhang Ruibin, the head of National Taiwan College of
Performing Arts, who took office last August, took off
the red robe and greeted to others on the stage. Easy-
going Zhang hurried to tell the audience his prospect
on the college. With the experience of being a deputy
magistrate in Changhua for four years, Zhang Ruibin
chose to be the head cultivating elites.

Zhang also specially invites Cai Xinxin, opera scholar
both with practical and theoretical background, as the
deputy dean. What’s more, he also calls on repeatedly

Classics of Beijing
N Company “Unveil” Again

By ShenHsiu-Yi , Department of Research and Development

Soaring Dragon Offering
Luck for Spring Festival

Spiritual Officers in Charge
of Five BlessingsWelcoming
God of Wealth Legendary

Opera

the first laosheng Ye Furun as the head of Beijing
Opera Company and magic expert Luo Feixiong as
the head of Acrobatic Troupe. Led by super opera fan
Cai Xinxin, the deputy dean, he specially invites Lin
Jingru, who is the winner of the 10th National Literary
Award, and Huang Wulan, who is art marketing expert
familiar with art ecology, to be resident art consultants,
offering experience and suggestions, leading Beijing
Opera Company and Acrobatic Troupe, creating
another field of traditional opera through singing,
reciting, acting and martial arts performing.

Taiwan, where the seas join, is the only democratic
society in Chinese society. Oriental and Western
culture is deeply cultivated here. Taiwanese opera
not only keeps traditional culture, but owns distinct
art thinking from other Chinese communities. It
has gradually developed into traditional opera with
Taiwanese features. “We absolutely will take a place!
It is priceless! It is just the soft power Yan Changshou
has stressed.” Zhang ambitiously plans the next gold
decade.

Last year National Taiwan College of Performing Arts
held “Leading Examples/Beijing Opera Passing on,
Fu’s Gathering of Heroes — Generations of Fu’s Elites
Historical Documents Exhibition” for the first alumni.
Zhang Fujian, Qin Xianglin and other alumni came
from all over the world to join in the ceremony, making
the college more well-known with their starring
fame. Zhang Fujian, Qin Xianglin, Wang Furong, Wu
Xingguo, Qu Zhongheng and other excellent alumni of
the college prove again that National Taiwan College of
Performing Arts has cultivated amounts of elites. Wu
Zhengdi, still studying in Department of Hakka Opera,
even won the Best Actor of Golden Bell Awards.

Zhang said, “Teachers and I, like engineers, set up
the stage and ask these talented children to work hard
without worries.” To “cultivate elites and perform
excellent opera”, Zhang is ready to hold a competition
to select future stars, making the college the pillar of
excellent elites. He also plans to set up field troupe for
all departments to perform operas, extending the front
of graduation performances. Thus students can take
part in and direct the opera independently, making
preparations for future career.

National Taiwan College of Performing Arts is the
only complete college aiming at cultivating, developing
and promoting traditional opera elites. The system of
Primary School (Grade 5 and 6), Junior School, High
School and College is the future of the education.
These professional, talented and enthusiastic students
will also be important “cultural properties” when
linking to the world.
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