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The Application and Breakthrough of Beijing
Opera Traditional Music Coding-Using Silang
Visits his Mother as Example

Lin, Shih-Lien"

In this paper, the application and breakthrough of Beijing Opera traditional
music coding were explored. First, the arguments of scholars Huang Ke- Bao,
Tseng Yung-Yi, Chiang Ching, and Yang Yu-Yeh were cited. An insight was gained
into the norms and applications, from Chinese drama coding and music coding
to explore the famous Chinese drama actors and actresses’ principles of music
coding establishment and changes. Through the music for voices in Chinese opera

“Silang Visits His Mother” , the common usage and coding of metered metrical
types, including “kuaiban” , “liushui” , “manban” , and “daoban” were
explored. Finally, seven breakthrough music coding characteristics were proposed:
(1) “manban” the characteristics of old man singing interlude; (2) “yaoban”
makes flexible use of the characteristics of the “jin-la-man-chang” meter; (3)

“manban” the characteristics of meticulous applications; (4) “kuaiban”
the characteristics of “the gar tune” towards the end of the music; (5) the
characteristic of not using the “daoban” as the start throughout the entire music
for voices; (6) the use of the characteristics of a classic set of music for voices; (7)
breakthrough the music characteristics of chiyen meter. The above characteristics
can present the innovation and change of the Beijing Opera that progresses with
the times throughout its development process, making it one of the reasons for

failing to pass on Beijing Opera.

Keywords : Beijing Opera, Music Coding, Meter, Silang Visits his Mother

*National Taiwan College of Performing Arts, Department of Xi-Qu Music, Assistant Professor Rank
Technical Expert.
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