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Beijing Opera Percussion,Phoenix Nod's

evolvements and derivatives
Liu, Da-Peng-~

Each Opera Percussion Point has its own name. Its structures, rhythms,
and the usages in performance all have their own specifications.

To compliment actor's singing, narrating, acting and dance

performances, a set of different percussion instruments are combined.
The percussion instruments’ unique timbres are inter-wined with the
strength of contrast and the variation of rhythm to produce various effects
which are corresponding to different personalities and feature characters in
a play. These techniques are also used to render different stage atmospheres.
Percussion instruments are widely used in Beijing Opera.

They are not only versatile in rhythm, but they are also capable

of rendering many aspects of theatrical emotions. The formats of the
percussion accompaniments were developed overtime.But since Beijing
Opera Percussion is versatile and diverse, as long as performance plot
needs, a new “Percussion Point” can be derived from the basic ones to
enhance the stage effects.

Beijing Opera Percussion is not only flexible, but it is also
multifunctional.Phoenix Nod is one of the examples. Opening Nod which
was derived from the basic Phoenix Nod has at least six different opening
methods.

Phoenix Nod is a common Opening Percussion. Each style of Phoenix
Nod's Opening has different rhythm and tempo. There are Double Sticks
Open Point and Single Stick Cross Board Open Point. There are also
differences between Big Point and Small Point. The names and functions
have unique relationship as well. This article will explore Phoenix Nod's
evolvements and derivatives.



