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Selected Rhymes for the Southern Melody and Its St

andardization of Southern Melodies

Yu, Wei-Min=
Abstract

Selected Rhymes for the Southern Melody, a masterpiece of Shen jing (1553- 1610), is
the first rhyme theory book of Southern Melodies. Through the selected rhymes and melodies,
it offers useful standardization and references to dramatists. In his book, Shen Jing has set the
rhymes prescribed in the Prosody of the Central Plains as the standard, and selected the
sample melodies in accordance with the “No Rhyme, No Selection” guideline. Meanwhile,
some southern melodies with “borrowed rhymes” have also been selected with proper
consideration to the unique word pronunciation in southern China.
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