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Summary and Catalogue on Shenduan

Record of Kunqu Opera
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Professor and Deputy Director of Chinese Opera Research Institute,
Chinese National Academy of Arts

Kungqu Shenduan Record is the figure displayed in Kunqu Opera, it is

a faithful record of Kunqu performing art. Shenduan Record was artificially
taken notes by the Kunqu actors since beginning of Qing Dynasty which
integrated figures performance with the standard and experience of blocking,
thus forming a kind of special performing literature. So far there’ re nearly
700 plays including more than 160 kinds of Shenduan records. It shows
normative and creative among Kunqu’ s transmission, and recorded as
living performing art on the paper. This article is on summary and catalogue
of Shenduan Record through the ages so as to draw broad attention and
in-depth studies in academia, and what’ s more, it has great influence on
modern Kunqu Opera heritages..
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